What is RSS ?

RSS is a file format and stands for Really Simptadication, Rich Site Summary or
RDF Site Summary as explained by different folkghi@ industry.

We have pages that display content (informatiopldised on the web pages of interest to
different communities of users) according to R$Sfrmat, instead of the usual
HTML/XHTML formats.

Here are some pages you can learn more about R8S fr
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RSS_(file_format)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RSS %28disambiquatio?®6
http://www.xml.com/pub/a/2002/12/18/dive-into-xntht

Note: More detail on using the RSS features on the s#exaplained in detail belaw
1. RSS for All Professors in your School
2. RSS for Professors

Follow the step below to understand the differdpesveen RSS and regular
HTML/XHTML content. Copy the following url into yauaddress bar -

http://www.ratemyprofessors.com/SelectSchool.jspAtgy=0&stateselect=MB-
displays all the schools for the State (MD).

After the page is displayed, you can click on tf&SRbutton J ) on any University or
College, we will use the example of “Towson Univir's

4903 TESST College of Technology Towson ME "_J =
‘ 1025 Towson University Towsaon M ‘ "-J ‘ = ‘
5261 Uniformed Services University of the Health Scienc Bethesda MD E R.55 For Towson Lniversity

A popup box will be displayed when you click on R8S button image -

P =

Explorer User Prompt

Script Prompt;

Copy the URL below into your B5S feed to see Teachers Ratings for -
"Towzon University'* Carizel

i

|http:.-".-"feeu:l.HateMyF‘rnfessurs.cnmx’rssS choolT eacherzR ating.jzp?2id=1025

Copy this url and paste it into the address box -

http://feed.RateMyProfessors.com/rssSchoolTeacladirsiRjsp?sid=1025



Here is the comparison between the RSS feeds andthages displayed on the site:

- HTML/XHTML format:

The following page displays all the teachers fer @ollege “Towson University” in a
HTML/XHTML format:

http://www.ratemyprofessors.com/SelectTeacher.jgg2625— displays the list of
Teachers in an HTML/XHTML format for the School “Weon University” which the
browser understands and formats them for displhis display is easier for the user to
understand and is in a human-readable format.

- XML / RSS format:

The following page lists all the teachers for tr@l€ye “Towson University” whose
Teachers rating have been updated in certain terieg(varies from 5 — 10 days) in a
XML/RSS format:

http://feed.RateMyProfessors.com/rssSchoolTeaclairsiRjsp?sid=1025 displays the
list of Teachers in an XML/RSS format for the Schimwson University” but this is
not easily readable by the user, but there are tdloés (explained with examples below)
in the industry which can read and display thia inuman-readable format.

Conclusion The same information is displayed in differentfiats; the only difference
being the XML/RSS page displays the list of teasheino have their ratings updated for
a certain time period (varies from 5 — 10 days).iS@o teachers listing have been
updated for your school in the last ‘n’ number af/dl (varies from 5 — 10 days) the page
will not list any teachers/professors name.

Lot of tools exists in the industry that looks laistcontent and downloads it to the client
machine for viewing and displays this in a humaededle format (explained in more
detail below).

The term “subscribing” or “subscription” is usedthvRSS, this means that the users have
tools that constantly keep a watch on these unigaownload the content only when
updates have happened or with content that hasupsted. This is similar to your
Microsoft Outlook or Microsoft Outlook Express dher email programs that download
emails to your inbox when new emails arrives buhdbdownload the mails that have
already been downloaded.

Advantages of using XML/RSS feed

The users benefit from our RSS content by subsuitn these feeds using any of the
tools available in the industry (explained belownnore detail) and are updated whenever
any updates happen to the content for any of thehts for a school or a specific
professor/teacher on the site for which you havwssubed.



Tools on the Web for RSS ?

Tools that allow you to subscribe to RSS conterfeeds are called RSS or feed readers.
Here is a list of free RSS readers that we looketysearching on the web:

Feedreader http://www.feedreader.com/ -

Sage (for FF only) https://addons.mozilla.org/firefox/77/

Taskable http://www.snapfiles.com/reviews/Taskable RS&éaterss.html
RSSReader http://www.snapfiles.com/reviews/RssReader/RsgRehtml|
Custom XML Reader 1.Q http://www.tucows.com/preview/501293
FeedExpress http://www.snapfiles.com/reviews/FeedExpress/éagdess.html
GoogleReader http://www.google.com/reader

Yahoo: http://my.yahoo.com/s/about/rss/

Or you can look at what others have to say abab#st feed readers or other groups for
example:

http://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20060%9542AA43MLe

NOTE: We do not endorse these products, please uaeyour own risk.



List of RSS Feeds from RateMyProfessors.com

1. School RSS Feed (example for MD — please seleferdift State for different
schools)

http://lwww.ratemyprofessors.com/SelectSchool.jspAty=0&stateselect=MD

Contains a list of RSS feed links to the schootigeselect the school for which you are
interested in the feeds (for this example we halected “Towson University”)

http://feed.RateMyProfessors.com/rssSchoolTeaclatirsiRjsp?sid=1025

2. Teacher RSS Feed (example for “Alexander, J” of#$on University” — please
select your professor for their feeds)

http://www.ratemyprofessors.com/SelectTeacher.jdg2€25

Contains a list of RSS feed links to all the teaslier the school (for our example -
“Towson University”), select the Teacher for whigbu are interested in the feeds (for
this example we have selected “Alexander, J”)

http://feed.RateMyProfessors.com/rssTeacherRasiotid=43831

Note: Please use the links to your schools andhezac



RSS for All Professors in your School

1. Go to the state where your school is located.

@ RateMyProfessors.com - Professor Reviews and Ratings - Microsoft Internet Explorer g

Fie Edit Uiew Favorites Tooks  Help

Dek - ) - Iﬂ @ 7;‘1 /-"Searth \;_‘:(Favnntes &) - ;_4 - [J @ w- §l @ B3

Adress | ] http:fjwom, mfindex. jsp B ks>
Google |G+ [vleoo@ Fa~ By~ €% ookmarks~ Bk o B io5hiocked % check v 2] Translate v % Adtolink + ] AutoFil [ Send to~ (@ Settings~ & -
¥ - 2| || searchweb ~ @ - @ =rval - shoooing ~ (BMyvahoo! ~ EJ Answers ~ glyGames v J5l Music + (3 My web- @ Personals - [ Siantn -
Change Texk Gize: & A & NPR Radio Segment - RateMyProfessors.com
welcame, Guest! [ create account | login ] FAQ | Sign Up | Forum | Home

RateMyProfessors.com \ ] [choozs [v] [(Search |
© @ @ Where STUDENTS do the grading} = = EEEE FEEd
RateMyProfessors.com offers: Free Grade Distribution Infol

Tell us what grades you received Your professar's page!
Em. your friends!
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Hotor Mot | | Find Your School Sign In Below

Funny Ratings Select your country:  Select your state/province: email: l:l
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Recent Press
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Total Ratings
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2. It will display the list of Schools page on theesit

@ RateMyProfessors.com - School Search - Microsoft Internet Explorer [;]E]w
Fie Edit Vew Favoites Tools Help >

Qe - ) - [¥] [B] @B POsenn Slpravenes @) (2- 1k U@ w8 @3

ackiress (] https/fuw m{Selectschoal, jep?eaunts Ject=MD M B ks
Google |Gl [ve e Fl - B~ €% Bockmarker Pk B ipshiocked | P Check = 2] Translate +  Loskfor Map ~ [ Sendtow (@ settings~ &+

I - 2 L [vlf searchwen -

@ - @ =wal - shoooing - @My vahoo! ~ EJ Answers ~ glyGames ~ i Music + (3 My web- @ Personals - [ Siantn -

Change Texk Gize: & A A& NPR Radio Segment - RateMyProfessors.com L]
Welcome, Guest! [ create account | login ] FAQ | Sign Up | Forum | Home
RateMyProfessors.com \ ] [choase [¥] [(search |

© ® @Where STUDENTS do the grading? L=lgl= = |==| ==
RateMyProfessors.com offers: Free Grade Distribution Info! 3
Tell us what grades you received our professor's page!
Email your nds!
vedir
You pary YOUr €
woh om Fiwme- —
o citi
5
Select your country, follawed by your region. If your school is not listed, please add it. 1 B
Your current country is: United States 3 5
—1 O "= I Jaal BlEDX<
£ Roll over
Select your region below: o see hev AenCe
[ v
Montgomery College Baltimore Hebrew Universiy College of
Southern Maryland Harford Community College
o~
Frederick Community College Loyola College CItU
TellA
School Id School Name City Region RSS Friend
1650 Allegany College Curmberland MD EJ P~
1668 Anne Arundel Community College Arnold MD EJ =]
1708 Baltimore City Community College Baltimare MD (3] =
78 Baltimore Hebrew University Baltimore MD g P
5961 Baltimore International College Baltimore Mo EJ P+
126 Bowie State University Bowie MD B8 = v

&] pone ® Internet



3. Click on the RSS button (or link) for your school

a RateMyProfessors.com - School Search - Microsoft Internet Explorer [__]E]
Fle Edb View Favorites Tools  Help

@Ba(k - |ﬂ E" ﬂ /775ear(h ‘-:n:/Favuntes {4 - ._1

LT ded

Address '_] hitpeffunan. ratemyprofessors.comySelectSchool. jspPeountry=0&st ateselect=MD ‘Lvl B Gco | Llinks
Google [Gl+ Mecs P+ B - | ¥ soomarsr PPk o @) 15 bioces | ‘S Check v 2 Transiate v, Look for Map + [ Send tow (@) settings> &L+
Y- ¢ ()| searchwen - F- & - @ | Cavail - & shopong ~ @My vahoo! - B answers + gyGames - 4 Music - LMy weh- @ Personds ~ [ksonin -

645 Mount Saint Mary's College Emmitsburg MD r‘, = !o.j

6013 Ner Israel Rabbinical College Fikesville [} (3] =

4843 Peabody Institute of Johns Hopkins University Baltimore Mo rJ =

2705 Prince George's Community College Largo Mo 8 =

871 Salisbury University salishury [} 8 =

12022 Sojourner-Douglass College Edgewater i1} 8 =4

839 St. John's College Annapolis MD (‘, =

856 St. Mary's College of Maryland St Mary's City Mo 8 =

5205 Strayer University Anne Arundel County MD r‘, =]

5303 Strayer University Montgomery [} 8 =

5457 strayer University Qwings Mills MD rJ, =

4883 Strayer University Prince Gearge's County 11} 8 b+ ]

5424 Strayer University White Marsh Mo 8 =

6024 TESST College of Technology Beltsville Mo 8 =

4903 TESST College of Technology Towson Mo B8 =

1025 Towson University Towson Mo I'A, P~

5261 Uniformed Services University of the Health Scienc Bethesda MD q@

1054  United States Naval Academy Annapolis Mo 8 = |

1070 University of Baltimore Baltimore MD _rJ =

13225 University of Baltimore County Catansville Mo (3] =

1z70 University of Maryland College Park Mo 3] =

4569 i ity of Maryland - i Baltimare MD B =

4552 University of Maryland - Eastern Shere Frincess Anne Mo 8 = 1

5401 University of Maryland - Shady Grove shady Grove i} 8 b=] 1

3993 University of Maryland University College Adelphi MD r)'.,- =]

1244 University of Maryland- Baltimore County Baltimore Mo 8 =

5z04 University of Phoenix Columbia MD B =

5422 University of Phoenix Rockville Mo 8 =

1589 villa Julie College Stevenson MD B =

11967  Walden University Baltimore 1} (3] = [
4] http{feed ratemyprofessors.comjrssSchoolTeachersRating. jsp?sid=1025  Internet

4. A popup will be displayed with the url, right clieéind copy the url.

239 st. John's College annapolis MD 3] =
856 St. Mary's College of Maryland St, Mary's City MO B =)
5205 p— Explorer User Prompt MD 8 P=]
5303 Stpal  Scorpt Prompt: MD FJ g
es Stra E:'I?opfvigi Elil;-;:;‘:\" inta wour ASS feed to see Teachers R atings for - - oE ‘:J =
4583 Straj |http://feed RatebMyProfeszors. com/resS choolT eachersF ating. jzp?sid=1025 MD ":J =
5424 TITCE AT st -0 B =
Cut
6024 TESST College of Technology Beltsville Copy u} F:J =
4903 TESST College of Technology Towson e o B'J B
1025 Towson University Towsan z [u} B =
5261 Uniformed Services University of the Health Scienc Bethesda Open IME 1o B =
1054 United States Naval Academy Annapolis C F:J =]
1070 University of Baltimore Baltimore MD B'J p]




5. Paste this into the address bar (url) to seenbitks

a http:fifeed 5. frssSchoolTe ing.jsp?sid=1025 - Microsoft Internet Explorer g
File Edt View Favortes Tools Help "
QBatk ) |ﬂ lg" , /-‘Sear(h -5‘:,, Favories (%) - 22 - @ w - ﬁ L..? j‘i
Address ] bt f[Feed ssSchacTea Q.33p7sid=1025 v Bl Lok
Google |G+ v Go oD [ w By v | €3 Bookmarksw P205Rent o B ioshincked % Check Autolink - [ Send tow @ settings> & -

cut =

! - 2 v|| searchwieh - - @~ @ Mal ~ F shop  copy - B answers - ol Games + iy music ~ [ My e~ @ Personals ~ [ siann ~

Paste a
<7uml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8" 7> Delsts
- <rss version="2.0">
- <channel>
«<title>Towson University at RateMyProfessors.com</title> Open IME
<link=http://wwiw.RateMyProfessors.com/SelectTeacher.jsp?sid= 1025</link>

«<description>=Towson University at RateMyProfessors.com</description>
clanguagesen-US</language>
<copyright=Copyright (C) 2006 RateMyProfessors.com All rights reserved.</copyright=
<managingEditor>rss@ratemyprofessors.com</managingEditor:
<wehMaster-webmaster@ratemyprofessors.com</wehMaster>
<pubDate=Tue, 2 Jan 2007 09:52:09 EST</pubDates>
<lastBuildDate>Tue, 2 Jan 2007 09:52:09 EST</lastBuildDatex
«<category=Towson University</category>
«<generator=RateMyProfessors.com RSS/2.0 Private</generator>
<docs>http:/ /blogs.law.harvard.edu/tech/rss</docs>
ctil=90</tt>
~ <image>
<titla>=RateMyProfessors=/title>
<url=http:/ /www.ratemyprofessors.com/images/site /ratemyprofessors.png</url>
<link>http:/ /wviw .RateMyProfessors.com/SelectTeacher.jsp?sid=1025</link=
<width=197</width=
<height>34</height>
<description=Towson University at RateMyProfessors.com</description=
</image>
— «skipHours>
<hour>4</hour=
<hours5</hours
<hour>6</hours
<hours2</hours
<hour=8</hours
</skipHourss
- <items=
<title=New Ratings for 'Steven Lev'</titles
<link>http:/ /wviw .RateMyProfessors.com/ShowRatings.jsp?tid=71791</link>
<description=Steven Lev has 1 ratings posted</description>
<author>rss@ratemyprofessors.com</author>
«<categary>Towson University /Steven Lev</categary>
<guid isPermaLink="false"=http:/ /www.RateMyProfessors.com/ShowRatings.jsp?tid=71791</guid>
<pubDate=Tue, 2 Jan 2007 09:52:09 EST</pubDate:>
<fitems>
- <item>
<titla=New Ratings for 'Peggy Penniman'</titlex
<link=http:/ /www.RatevyProfessors.com/ShowRatings.jsp?tid=49361</link=
<description=Peggy Penniman has 1 ratings posted</description:
<author-rss@ratemyprofessors.com</author:
<cateqory>Towson University/Peggy Penniman=/category:
<guid isPermaLink="false">http:/ /vsww RateMyProfessors.com/ShowRatings.jsp?tid=49361</guid>
<pubDate>Tue, 2 Jan 2007 09:52:00 EST</pubDate> v

& one & Internet




6. Use your desired feed reader to subscribe téettte (we are taking the example of
FeedReader). We are assuming you have installedetfieed feed reader.

a. Add a folder to receive all the Feeds for RateMy&ssors.com (for
convenience only) — Optional step

e

1|58 & | ]

‘t Smart views

B My Feeds

[+ Business

[ Cars

[*#{Z=) Entertainment
{3 Mews

®-{C3) Tech

[F-{C5) Trawel (39)

=03

Date Title

Create new folder

Folder name

R atetdyProfessorz, com

I Ok l[ Cancel ]

b. Add the location of feed (this is the url for thee#l), and click “Next”.

@ Add new feed

6N » =) @

@ smart views Date Location of Feed
™ My feeds

3

]
"
T

& a Biigaes Foldar doesn¥ o hl'tp:I.l'feed.ratemyprnfes'sors.com.frssSchoolTeachersRating.jsp?sid=1
- Cars
[#+{_2) Entertainment
-1 Mews a &)
-0 Tech
F-C5) Travel (39)

{C5) RateMyProfessors.com

Cancel l [ Tk l

.




c. A pop up will be displayed with the name of thedieelick “Finish”.

Add new feed

Mame of feed
Towson University at RakelyProfessors,com

Create feed in Folder

Business

Cars
Entertainment
Mews

Tech

Travel |
R ateMyProfessors, com

1l 3

[¢

Back. ] I Finish

d. The updated feed for the page will displayed.

[!,l Feedreader 2.90 g@

File ‘“iew Actions Tools Help

E = £ ..

@ smart views Date Title keyword
-y Feeclls H 10:04 02.01. New Ratings f... Towson University/Steven L
S Euai:less I:§| 10:04 02.01. New Ratings F... Towson University /Peggy Pef F
£ Entertainment fII?J 10:04 02.01. New Ratings f... Towson University,/Muhamm"
) News ‘B 10:04 02.01. New Ratings [... Towson University, Calderhe
) Tech ‘B 10:04 02.01. MNew Ratings F... Towson University/Alan Britt
[C3) Travel {35) ‘A 10:04 02.01. MNew Ratings F... Towson University /Barbara €
[=+|C3) RateMyProfessors.com (25} ‘Hl 10:04 02.01. New Ratings F... Towson University/Kelli Boyd
+# Towson University at RateMyProfessors.comi(Z3) HE 10:04 02.01. Mew Ratings F... Towson University,/Jennifer L
‘B 10:04 02.01. New Ratings F... Towson University/Gary Blanilv;_
< | 1] | (i3]
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RSS for Professors

1. Perform upto “Step 3.” from the previouRSS for All Professors in your Schbol




2. Click on the RSS button (or link) for your Professo

3. A popup will be displayed with the url, right cli@nd copy the url.



4. Paste this into the address bar (url) to seenbitks

5. Repeat Step 6. to add this to your feed reader thenprevious explanatioriRSS for
All Professors in your Schgol




