What is RSS ?

RSS is a file format and stands for Really Simptadication, Rich Site Summary or
RDF Site Summary as explained by different folkghi@ industry.

We have pages that display content (informatiopldised on the web pages of interest to
different communities of users) according to R$Sfrmat, instead of the usual
HTML/XHTML formats.

Here are some pages you can learn more about R8S fr
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RSS_(file_format)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RSS %28disambiquatio?®6
http://www.xml.com/pub/a/2002/12/18/dive-into-xntht

Note: More detail on using the RSS features on the s#exaplained in detail belaw
1. RSS for All Professors in your School
2. RSS for Professors

Follow the step below to understand the differdpesveen RSS and regular
HTML/XHTML content. Copy the following url into yauaddress bar -

http://www.ratemyprofessors.com/SelectSchool.jspAtgy=0&stateselect=MB-
displays all the schools for the State (MD).

After the page is displayed, you can click on tf&SRbutton J ) on any University or
College, we will use the example of “Towson Univir's

4903 TESST College of Technology Towson ME "_J =
‘ 1025 Towson University Towsaon M ‘ "-J ‘ = ‘
5261 Uniformed Services University of the Health Scienc Bethesda MD E R.55 For Towson Lniversity

A popup box will be displayed when you click on R8S button image -

P =

Explorer User Prompt

Script Prompt;

Copy the URL below into your B5S feed to see Teachers Ratings for -
"Towzon University'* Carizel

i

|http:.-".-"feeu:l.HateMyF‘rnfessurs.cnmx’rssS choolT eacherzR ating.jzp?2id=1025

Copy this url and paste it into the address box -

http://feed.RateMyProfessors.com/rssSchoolTeacladirsiRjsp?sid=1025



Here is the comparison between the RSS feeds andthages displayed on the site:

- HTML/XHTML format:

The following page displays all the teachers fer @ollege “Towson University” in a
HTML/XHTML format:

http://www.ratemyprofessors.com/SelectTeacher.jgg2625— displays the list of
Teachers in an HTML/XHTML format for the School “Weon University” which the
browser understands and formats them for displhis display is easier for the user to
understand and is in a human-readable format.

- XML / RSS format:

The following page lists all the teachers for tr@l€ye “Towson University” whose
Teachers rating have been updated in certain terieg(varies from 5 — 10 days) in a
XML/RSS format:

http://feed.RateMyProfessors.com/rssSchoolTeaclairsiRjsp?sid=1025 displays the
list of Teachers in an XML/RSS format for the Schimwson University” but this is
not easily readable by the user, but there are tdloés (explained with examples below)
in the industry which can read and display thia inuman-readable format.

Conclusion The same information is displayed in differentfiats; the only difference
being the XML/RSS page displays the list of teasheino have their ratings updated for
a certain time period (varies from 5 — 10 days).iS@o teachers listing have been
updated for your school in the last ‘n’ number af/dl (varies from 5 — 10 days) the page
will not list any teachers/professors name.

Lot of tools exists in the industry that looks laistcontent and downloads it to the client
machine for viewing and displays this in a humaededle format (explained in more
detail below).

The term “subscribing” or “subscription” is usedthvRSS, this means that the users have
tools that constantly keep a watch on these unigaownload the content only when
updates have happened or with content that hasupsted. This is similar to your
Microsoft Outlook or Microsoft Outlook Express dher email programs that download
emails to your inbox when new emails arrives buhdbdownload the mails that have
already been downloaded.

Advantages of using XML/RSS feed

The users benefit from our RSS content by subsuitn these feeds using any of the
tools available in the industry (explained belownnore detail) and are updated whenever
any updates happen to the content for any of thehts for a school or a specific
professor/teacher on the site for which you havwssubed.



Tools on the Web for RSS ?

Tools that allow you to subscribe to RSS conterfeeds are called RSS or feed readers.
Here is a list of free RSS readers that we looketysearching on the web:

Feedreader http://www.feedreader.com/ -

Sage (for FF only) https://addons.mozilla.org/firefox/77/

Taskable http://www.snapfiles.com/reviews/Taskable RS&éaterss.html
RSSReader http://www.snapfiles.com/reviews/RssReader/RsgRehtml|
Custom XML Reader 1.Q http://www.tucows.com/preview/501293
FeedExpress http://www.snapfiles.com/reviews/FeedExpress/éagdess.html
GoogleReader http://www.google.com/reader

Yahoo: http://my.yahoo.com/s/about/rss/

Or you can look at what others have to say abab#st feed readers or other groups for
example:

http://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20060%9542AA43MLe

NOTE: We do not endorse these products, please uaeyour own risk.



List of RSS Feeds from RateMyProfessors.com

1. School RSS Feed (example for MD — please seleferdift State for different
schools)

http://lwww.ratemyprofessors.com/SelectSchool.jspAty=0&stateselect=MD

Contains a list of RSS feed links to the schootigeselect the school for which you are
interested in the feeds (for this example we halected “Towson University”)

http://feed.RateMyProfessors.com/rssSchoolTeaclatirsiRjsp?sid=1025

2. Teacher RSS Feed (example for “Alexander, J” of#$on University” — please
select your professor for their feeds)

http://www.ratemyprofessors.com/SelectTeacher.jdg2€25

Contains a list of RSS feed links to all the teaslier the school (for our example -
“Towson University”), select the Teacher for whigbu are interested in the feeds (for
this example we have selected “Alexander, J”)

http://feed.RateMyProfessors.com/rssTeacherRasiotid=43831

Note: Please use the links to your schools andhezac



RSS for All Professors in your School

1. Go to the state where your school is located.
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2. It will display the list of Schools page on theesit



3. Click on the RSS button (or link) for your school

4. A popup will be displayed with the url, right clieéind copy the url.



5. Paste this into the address bar (url) to seenbitks



6. Use your desired feed reader to subscribe téetrok (we are taking the example of
FeedReader). We are assuming you have installedetfieed feed reader.

a. Add a folder to receive all the Feeds for RateMy&ssors.com (for
convenience only) — Optional step

b. Add the location of feed (this is the url for thee#l), and click “Next”.



c. A pop up will be displayed with the name of thedieelick “Finish”.

d. The updated feed for the page will displayed.



RSS for Professors

1. Perform upto “Step 3.” from the previouRSS for All Professors in your Schbol




2. Click on the RSS button (or link) for your Professo

3. A popup will be displayed with the url, right cli@nd copy the url.



4. Paste this into the address bar (url) to seenbitks

5. Repeat Step 6. to add this to your feed reader thenprevious explanatioriRSS for
All Professors in your Schgol




